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Family and Children& Council Gift - The Family and Children& Council
is our major partner in our prevention of child abuse initiative. So when

Julie Pitzen, Executive Director
for Family and Children& Coun-
cil, stopped by to receive our
annual support gift, Monica
Haag was ready. Monica pre-

| sented Julie with a check for
$6,150. Monica is Co -chair of
the Prevention of Child Abuse/
Blue Ribbon Days committee
along with Jackie Allen. Com-

§ mittee  members are Tom
Jennings, David Sasse, Tony
Fisher, Marcy Borwig, Dave
Wyant, Kevin Evans, Bill Dodd
and Roger Shook.

Julie gave us an update on the
work FFC is doing and specifi-

Julie Pitzen and Monica Haag

cally the programs that our
support gift funds. She began by reminding us of FCC& mission: To pre-
vent child abuse and strengthen families. Julie reported that reported

cases of child abuse were down last year state -wide, but increased in
Black Hawk County to 1,596 cases. Julie framed the local numbers by
equating the 1,596 cases to the total number of students in three average

-sized elementary schools.

The Julie provided more clarity by breaking the numbers down into a cou-
ple of categories. Neglect was the first category she discussed and is de-
fined as the denial of critical care, food, medical treatment and supervi-
sion or failure to provided adequate safety. The reported cases of neglect
in Black Hawk County increased from 600 last year to 900 cases this year.

Next Julie talked about drug -affected babies. She pointed out that the we
experienced an especially big increase in this category compared to the

rest of lowa. Last year we were 12 ™ in the state in numbers of reported
cases of this category of abuse and that increased to 6 M this year. Julie
also pointed out that we are the only metropolitan community in the top

12 counties.

The most alarming statistic was Julie talked about the age groups of these
children. More than half, 51%, of the abused children are under five years

of age. Julie went on to say that we have a very good Department of Hu-

man Services here in our county. She was very complimentary on the
way the DHS staffers personally respond to reports of abuse. But stillé

Fortunately the story doesnG end here. It& great to be a part of an or-
ganization that has such a major focus on this horrible problem, and to be
able to help with a partner like the Family and Children& Council.
about that on the next page.

More

NEXT MEETING LOGISTICS

Program : Tara Anderson
Invocation  : Jackie Kugler
Pledge : Ilvan Miller

W HAT 66 FOR LUNCH

Apr 02: Large Cheeseburger and Fries
Apr 09: Meatloaf

Apr 16: Tenderloin and Fries

Apr 23: Chicken Marsala

Apr 30: Beef Stroganoff

Order Chef Salad one week in advance

PROGRAM SCHEDULE

Apr 02: Tara Anderson

Apr 09: Closed Business Meeting
Apr 16: Basketball Awards

Apr 23: TBA

Apr30: UNI - Dr. Ben Allen

BIRTHDAYS

Mar 09: Kathleen Earnest*
Mar 17: Don McGiriff*

Mar 30: Nancy Showers

Mar 31: Sheridan Redfern

* Corrections and omissions

THOUGHT OF THE W EEK

President Gobeli offered the following quote

by Morris West: filf you spend your life
waiting for the storm, youdl never enjoy the
sunshine.o
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Family and Childrené& Council Gift Contd& - FCC uses
our support gift and the funds from the golf tournament

to fund several parenting support programs. We fully fund

the Parent Connection, a support program for parents of
children any age who are experiencing stress. The pro-

gram has a strong proactive approach. Staffers regularly

visit local hospitals with newborn babies in an attempt to

identify potential problems and provided helpful services

right away.

Our support gifts also partially fund a new program called
Empowering Dads. This program is a weekly support

group to encourage information on parenting to men who

want to get involved in their children®& lives. Julie said
80% of fathers are involved with their children up to age

3 years and it drops off to 19% after that. The Empower-

ing Dads program is targeted at reducing that drop - off.

There was a quote from Fredrick Douglas in the brochure
Julie brought sums it all up pretty well: filt is easier to
Lots of

Tee Off Against Child Abuse Golf Tournament -
The May 12 ™ golf tournament is a fund -raiser for
the Family and Children& Council. WeGe looking for
folks to help fund the tournament - $350 sponsors
a hole. Contact Dave Wyant @ 404 -8367 or Mark
Miller @ 833 -1568.

Guests - Bob Briden brought his grandson Jacob to
the meeting. Jerry Cook& widow, Mary, also joined
us.

Volunteers Needed - Reece was back looking for
volunteers. Hedl probably have an easier time get-
ting them for this. Reece announced the dinner for

_the folks that volunteered at the Home Show and/or

Sport Show. It& scheduled for April 24" at the
Isaac Walton building in Washburn - Social hour at

5:30. Steak or chicken dinner at 6:30. Wendell W.

asked me to let everyone know theredl be card
games available, maybe as early as 4:30. ) " 1]

note: Wendell worked as a sailor, firefighter and

ways to get involved. Check out the flylIEtRIGDN YRIEd@ VR
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